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ANA COMMENDS PRESIDENT OBAMA’S NEW “UNITED WE SERVE” INITIATIVE, 
URGES U.S. NURSES TO JOIN DISASTER RESPONSE NETWORKS 

 

SILVER SPRING, MD -- The American Nurses Association (ANA) proudly supports President 
Obama’s United We Serve campaign being launched on June 22, and urges the nation’s 2.9 
million registered nurses (RNs) to be “disaster ready” by taking action now and pre-registering 
with one of the many disaster registries and response organizations that already exist.  
 
Created as part of the “Serve America Act” signed into law in April, the United We Serve 
campaign calls upon all Americans to make a focused effort to volunteer in their communities 
over the next three months, culminating in a National Day of Service and Remembrance on 
September 11, 2009. The United We Serve initiative encourages Americans to play an active role 
in the nation’s economic recovery by stepping up to volunteer in service projects at this critical 
time in our nation’s history, when help is needed and resources are stretched thin. 
 
“In the aftermath of Hurricane Katrina and the increase in the level of the pandemic alert of the 
H1N1 flu virus, now more than ever it is critical that nurses heed the call to serve by signing up 
on national disaster registries,” said ANA President Rebecca M. Patton, MSN, RN, CNOR. 
“ANA strongly believes that in order to respond effectively, now is the time for nurses to get 
prepared --  not when the disaster occurs, but before it strikes.” 
 
As the nation’s front-line health care providers, historically nurses have played a vital, critical 
role in disaster response during catastrophic events. In the event that an overwhelmed 
community needs help in mass immunization, mass sheltering or other extraordinary conditions, 
nurses can be counted on to save lives and provide on-site care.  
 
By joining a disaster response registry, an RN’s licensure can be pre-verified and validated; 
he/she will have access to disaster training and drilling; and during a disaster, he/she will be 
deployed through a recognized system that has been incorporated into the local, state, and 
national response plans.  
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ANA COMMENDS PRESIDENT OBAMA’S “UNITED WE SERVE” INITIATIVE, URGES U.S. 

NURSES TO JOIN DISASTER RESPONSE NETWORKS CONT’D/2 of 2… 
 
 
Nurses who are interested in pre-registering with a disaster response organization can visit the 
following links for more information: 
 

 Community Emergency Response Team  
 American Red Cross - Volunteer  
 Medical Reserve Corps  
 National Disaster Medical System  
 Emergency System for Advance Registration of Volunteer Health Professionals  
 Be Safe, Be Prepared: Emergency System for Advance Registration of Volunteer 

Health Professionals in Disaster Response 
 
 
For more information on the United We Serve effort, visit http://www.serve.gov. 
 

 

 

# # # 

The ANA is the only full-service professional organization representing the interests of the nation's 2.9 million 
registered nurses through its 51 constituent member nurses associations and its 24 specialty nursing and workforce 
advocacy affiliate organizations that currently connect to ANA as affiliates. The ANA advances the nursing 
profession by fostering high standards of nursing practice, promoting the rights of nurses in the workplace, 
projecting a positive and realistic view of nursing, and by lobbying the Congress and regulatory agencies on health 
care issues affecting nurses and the public. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.citizencorps.gov/cert/
http://www.redcross.org/portal/site/en/menuitem.d8aaecf214c576bf971e4cfe43181aa0/?vgnextoid=7bf51a53f1c37110VgnVCM1000003481a10aRCRD&vgnextfmt=default
http://www.medicalreservecorps.gov/HomePage
http://www.hhs.gov/aspr/opeo/ndms/
http://www.hrsa.gov/esarvhp/
http://www.nursingworld.org/MainMenuCategories/ANAMarketplace/ANAPeriodicals/OJIN/TableofContents/Volume112006/No3Sept06/tpc31_216083.aspx
http://www.nursingworld.org/MainMenuCategories/ANAMarketplace/ANAPeriodicals/OJIN/TableofContents/Volume112006/No3Sept06/tpc31_216083.aspx
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